
November 22,2009

To Whom It May Concern:

This letter is in support for Eurydice Prentoulis as a high school teacher of
language. Fluent in several languages and an active learner of Czech
language, Eurydice is empathetic both with polylingual students and students
learning a language for the first time. She brings music and other cultural
identifications into her teaching and enjoys talking about students latching
onto the spirit of a given exercise.

While I have not observed Eurydice in a classroom context, as a colleague
who shares common office space I have seen positive work with students who
consult with her between classes and after school. Some come in to make up
a quiz or redo an inadequate initial result, and Eurydice is patient in
explaining the objective of the assessment, Other students come in for
clarification and support, and Eurydice invariably begins to engage with them
in Spanish to encourage them to respond in kind.

Eurydice is interested in a student seeing the long-term value of learning a
language. She is also interested in artistic extensions of a language-the songs
she sings in Spanish, the passages of Shakespeare she recalls from her own
readings and recitals. One day in passing, we were talking about how tenth
and eleventh grade students of English were appreciating the close reading of
Macbeth and Hamlet, and Eurydice extemporaneously recited specific lines
from Lady Macbeth and contextualized their value in her own hopes of being
a teacher of language, perhaps even literature.

In the common office area we share, Eurydice has put many character dolls on
her shelf, ostensibly to use them occasionally in her lessons. Einstein,
Groucho Marx, Karl Marx, Lorca, Mother Theresa are among the several
dozen-they make for a good conversation piece and an encouragement for
students to 'play' with these historical figures, and I believe they will travel
well with Eurydice into the next place she happens to teach.

Sincerely,

Daniel Lamken
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